We are the folkdance group De Krekels from Bonheiden, Belgium. Bonheiden is located
between Brussels and Antwerp in Flanders, the Dutch-speaking part of Belgium. The
group was founded in 1973 in Bonheiden. In 2024, the 50th anniversary of our group
was celebrated.

The name of the group is based on a folk song, 'De Krekels van Bonhei, which dates
from the time when Bonheiden was still surrounded by heather and which describes
the singing of crickets during the evening.

Since 1973, the group has grown into an association with more than 100 members
divided into 4 age groups, starting from the age of 4.

The members of the Krekels who participate in international festivals, are mostly young
dancers between the ages of 13 and 40. Their performances are dynamic, varied and
appealing due to their youthful enthusiasm.

This group has already participated in many festivals at home and abroad, both in
Europe and beyond.

Some examples: the Krekels have participated in festivals in Bursa (Turkey), Springville
(Utah, USA), Klaipeda (Lithuania), Porto (Portugal), Voru (Estonia), Aosta (Italy) and
Rattvik (Sweden) as well as in Tunisia, Canada, Greece and Israel.



As a group, we consider it important to be able to
practice, promote and disseminate Flemish folk
culture in all its aspects by presenting it on both
domestic and international stages. Quality and
execution of the dance programmes are of utmost
importance during the weekly rehearsals.

The programme of the Krekels consists of Flemish
folk dances, both traditional dances and newly
created choreographies based on old dances and
dance steps.

Flag waving with large flags, is a tradition that has
existed in Flanders since the Middle Ages, and forms
a very visual and attractive part of the program of
the Krekels.

An in-house orchestra,
composed of members of
the group, always
accompanies the group's
performances.

The music they play, both
as accompaniment during
the performances and as an
intermezzo between the
dances, is  specifically
arranged for this orchestra.



In addition to the members of the Krekels that participate in international festivals,
there are two other dance groups, with ages from 4 to 12 years, for a total of about 100
members. Together the members of the Krekels organize their own International
Folklore Festival, the 'Bonheidansfestival, every year during the third week of August.

The 50th edition of the Bonheidans-
festival will take place in 2026. Groups
from all over the world, from all
continents, have already participated in
this festival, hence the subtitle of the
Bonheidansfestival:  'The world, our
village'

More information: Contact us on email:

Volkskunstgroep De Krekels vzw - Grote Doelstraat 22, 2820 Bonheiden, Belgium


https://www.dekrekels.be
mailto:info@dekrekels.be
https://www.facebook.com/dekrekels
https://www.facebook.com/Bonheidansfestival
https://www.instagram.com/bonheidansfestival/
https://www.instagram.com/dekrekels.bonheiden/
https://www.youtube.com/@dekrekels.bonheiden

